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PLATE LX
LIFE AT POMPEII

1.  FRESCO FOUND AT POMPEII, in a private house near
the amphitheatre.   The painter, an amateur, has represented
in this fresco, in a very childish way, a famous episode in the
history of Pompeii which is also mentioned by Tacitus (Ann.
xiv. 17).   At a show given in the amphitheatre in the time of
Nero (A.D. 59) the Pompeians came to blows with their guests
from Nuceria.   A free fight ensued, and many were killed and
injured.    Victory remained with the Pompeians.    On the
complaint of the men of Nuceria, however, the Pompeians were
condemned by the Roman Senate to abstain from amphi-
theatre games for ten years.    The fresco is important as it
represents the most ancient amphitheatre in Italy in its natural
surroundings.   The amphitheatre was built about 70 B.C. by
M. Porcius and C. Quinctius Valgus; the latter was a profiteer
of  Sulla's  time  and  the father-in-law of  Servilius Rullus,
Cicero's opponent.    It has been excavated  and the ruins
coincide with the fresco in almost every detail.   The amphi-
theatre was near the city-walls (seen in the background of the
fresco), with seats for 15,000 spectators who were protected
from the sun and rain by large awnings, vela (represented on
the fresco).    Outside stairs led to the upper galleries.   The
seats were supported by arcades.   Around the building was
a large public square planted with trees, where booths and
tents were pitched during the games.    Near the amphitheatre,
to the right, was a large building where gladiators and their
arms were perhaps kept during the games.    We know that
gladiators lived not here but in the large portico near the
theatre within the town,   ist cent. A.D.   Museum, Naples.

2.   FRESCO FOUND AT POMPEII, representing a merry
banquet in one of the taverns of Pompeii.    The guests are
seated on two couches.   A new-comer has just sat down; one
slave boy is taking off his shoes, and another is offering him
a drink.   Another guest has had too much and is led away by
a slave.   A negro slave is attending to an older man.   ist cent.
A.D,    Museum, Naples.